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 Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Alaska Treaty of Cession 

 
In Washington, D.C., events took place on March 30 to 

commemorate the 150th anniversary of the signing of the 
Treaty of Cession, when the U.S. acquired Alaska. First 
Lady Donna Walker, Alaska’s Congressional delegation, and 
Jon Ross, Vice-Chair of the Alaska Historical Commission, 
hosted the day’s activities. There was a lunch at the National 
Press Club and a reception at the State Department to honor 
William H. Seward who negotiated the purchase with Russian 
Ambassador Eduard de Stoeckl.  
Later that evening, there was a performance of Alaska-

themed pieces by the Wild Shore New Music chamber group 
at the National Archives’ McGowan Theater. At the start of the 
concert, Jon Ross sang “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” in Kenaitze. 
Many Alaskan communities held events as well. In Anchorage, 

The Russian-American Colony Singers and Dancers performed 
followed by a lecture by Willie Hensley. Senator Gary Stevens 
spoke in Kodiak, and Moscow Nights performed music in 

Juneau and Sitka. National and Alaskan newspapers, and radio 
and television stations featured stories. 
The Office of History and Archaeology and Interpretation and 

Education program prepared an eight-banner travelling exhibit 
and a booklet about Alaska in the 1860s. They are available 
for community organizations, libraries, schools, and parks to 
borrow. 
More events are planned in the coming months, to culminate 

in October on the anniversary of the ceremonial transfer that 
took place at Sitka on October 18, 1867. You can listen to the 
Wild Shore New Music performance, browse a calendar of 
upcoming commemoration events, view the banners, and find 
information on how to request them at http://dnr.alaska.gov/
parks/oha/designations/150Anniversary.

William Iggiagruk Hensley speaks at Tundra Vision’s Sesquicentennial 
Perspectives: Two Historical Views of the Alaska Purchase in Anchorage. 

150th Anniversary of the Alaska Treaty of Cession booklets available 
upon request. Email: dnr.oha@alaska.gov 

Vice-Chair of the Alaska Historical 
Commission, Jon Ross, speaks 
at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C.

Alaska’s First Lady Donna Walker 
speaks at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C.

http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/designations/150Anniversary 
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha/designations/150Anniversary 
http://www.alaskastateparks.org/store
mailto:dnr.oha%40alaska.gov?subject=Treaty%20of%20Cession%20Booklet%20Request
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Office of History and Archaeology’s Annual Workshop
The Office of History and Archaeology held their 

annual workshop for cultural resource professionals 
in early April. Thank you to everyone who came! A 
power outage required finishing the last presentation 
in the parking lot, but everyone enjoyed the fresh 
air and hearing from students in the Mat-Su School 
District discuss their experience participating in 
archaeology field schools. 
OHA also introduced the draft goals and 

objectives, developed through public comment, for 
the new Alaska historic preservation plan, Saving 
Our Past. OHA is currently accepting comments 
on the goals and objectives. You can provide 
comments at http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
AKHPP.  You can also share the important historic 
sites in your community by participating in our 
#ThisPlaceMatters Alaska photo sharing campaign. 
Share an image of your favorite historic place here: 
bit.ly/AKThisPlaceMatters.
Don’t forget that May is National Historic 

Preservation Month. We hope you all take the time 
to get out and enjoy our state historic sites and parks!

    www.facebook.com/AlaskaStateParks/

       www.instagram.com/akstateparks/ 

    @AlaskaStParks

The final presentation of the workshop 
was held in a parking lot due to a power 
outage, but the fresh air made it all the 
more memorable.  
(L-R) Jenny Blanchard, Archaeologist 
BLM; Bob Sattler, Archaeologist Tanana 
Chiefs Conference; Paul Morley, Educator, 
MatSu School District; Carrie Cecil, BLM/
UAA; Gillian Galloway, Alaska Middle 
College; Tommy Nageak, North Slope 
Borough; Colin Lyons, OHA; Gina Bodnar, 
Palmer High School; Vera Williams, North 
Slope Borough; Richard VanderHoek, 
OHA; Jeff Weinberger, OHA

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AKHPP
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AKHPP
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AKHPP
http://soa-dnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=557602a72c064196bc919977affeeacf
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New Faces Around Alaska State Parks
Heather Langendorf - Mat-Su Area

Heather Langendorf is the new park specialist hired to manage 
the Little Susitna Public Use Facility in the Mat-Su Area. She has 
a bachelor’s degree in Wildlife Management and Conservation 
from Humboldt State University. Heather’s background 
includes working as a Biological Technician, Biological Science 
Technician Crew Leader, Wildlife Technician, Scientific Aid 
and Lead Fisheries Technician in California. She also ran her 
family’s auto body shop in Wasilla for five years and worked as 
a Fisheries Technician at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson and 
Fort Collins. We look forward to adding Heather’s variety of 
knowledge, skills, and experience to the Mat-Su team.

Judy Olson Hicks - Northern Area
Judy Olson Hicks is the new park specialist in Delta Junction. 

She spent her youth in and around the waters of the Chesapeake 
Bay, Long Island Sound and Adirondack Mountain lakes. She 
has spent her life as an educator, teaching ages pre-school to 
adult various subjects from survival swimming to ecosystem 
ecology, in the classroom and in the field. For the past 20 years, 
she has thrived in Alaska’s interior. She regularly leads public 
meetings about community trails and recreation events. As vice 
chair of the Delta Junction Trails Association she developed a 
community-based trail plan. Currently, Judy shares 34 acres in 
rural Delta Junction with her family, seven dogs, 15 turkeys, 
nine chickens, a mealworm farm, and a guinea pig.

Christian Blankenship - Northern Area
Christian Blankenship is the new park specialist covering the 

Northern Area between Chena River State Recreation Area, Fairbanks, 
and Harding Lake. A life-long Alaskan, Christian is the son of an 
Iditarod musher from Two Rivers. As he worked on his degree in 
Biology, Christian paid for college by fighting fires for the Division of 
Forestry. He has overseen some of the most complex and potentially 
devastating fires in the interior north of the Yukon River to fires a 
little north of Miami, Florida. Christian is an avid outdoorsman, with 
a focus on trail running. He spends most of his free time running on 
Interior Alaska trails as well as near Bellingham, Washington where 
he spends some winter months. 

 Jeff Green - Director’s Office
Jeff Green is the new natural resource specialist in the Director’s 

Office in Anchorage assigned to commercial permits and special 
projects. He previously worked in the Division of Mining, Land, 
and Water with submerged tideland permitting. He began working 
for State Parks in late February and has been assisting with 
moving the public-use cabin reservations to Reserve America’s 
website. In late March, Jeff and his wife, Lauren, announced the 
arrival of their son, Isaac. We would like to welcome Jeff, Lauren, 
and Isaac to the Alaska State Parks family. 

Heather Langendorf gets settled in as the new park specialist 
assigned to the Little Susitna Public Use Facility. 

Judy Olson Hicks joins the Northern Area team as a park 
specialist in Delta Junction.

Park Specialist Christian Blankenship will rove from Chena River 
State Recreation Area to Harding Lake.

Natural Resource 
Specialist Jeff Green 
holds his newborn 
son, Isaac.
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When you work in a place like this, it’s a no-brainer to 
spend your spare time at the “office,” snowmachining 
Nuyakuk Lake on a clear day in March.

A local volunteer assists with Wood-Tikchik operations.

Winter in Wood-Tikchik
For the first time in a few years, snow conditions 

in Southwest Alaska have provided great winter 
recreational opportunities. The conditions this year 
enabled staff to work on some of their to-do list, 
including: trail maintenance in the park, equipment 
transport, and preparation of the remote ranger stations 
for the summer and fall seasons. Overland travel in the 
winter by snowmachine also allows for easy transport 
of supplies. March was especially kind, with endless 
sunshine and cool temperatures. It has afforded the 
opportunity to visit some of the more remote places 
in Wood-Tikchik State Park that would otherwise be 
mostly out of reach. 

 

2017 Streambank Rehabilitation Workshops 
 
 

Soldotna May 9th & 10th 

Talkeetna May 16th & 17th  

Fairbanks May 31st & June 1st  
 

 

BEFORE 

AFTER 
48 Hours 

Two Day Workshops Include: 
•Techniques for rehabilitation and 
restoring  riparian habitat including 
construction and plant materials 

•Riparian and salmon habitat needs 
•Construction techniques 
•Hands on installation of shoreline 
rehabilitation project 
 

 

Workshops are FREE and advanced registration is 
required. To register please Call: (907) 267-2403 or 

Email: tracy.smith@alaska.gov  
 

Funded through the Alaska Sustainable Salmon Fund 

2017 
Streambank 

Rehabilitation 
Workshops
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Northern News

Maintenance worker Marty Schatz breaks trail to Moose Pond Overlook in 
Quartz Lake State Recreation Area in preparation for Delta Junction Trails 
Association’s “Celebrate the Sun” event held in early March. 

Heavy snow put stress on the roof of a picnic shelter at Twin Bears Camp 
in Chena River State Recreation Area. The Fairbanks Rescue Mission, the 
private contractor for Twin Bears, shoveled the roof to prevent collapse. 

Mat-Su Career and Technical High School Forestry students pose with their instructor, 
Galen Sparks and Willow Area Park Specialist Vic Stanculescu.

Trail Work on the Nancy Lake Cross-Country Ski Trail System
Terrific progress was made this month 

on the Nancy Lake State Recreation Area 
Cross-Country Ski Trails. The project 
was funded by a Mat-Su Trails and Parks 
Foundation grant. A cutting crew from 
Denali State Park, including Park Specialist 
Justin DiPaola-Allen and Natural Resource 
Technician Carter Forney, were assisted 
by students from the Mat-Su Career and 
Technical High School Forestry program, 
who provided some muscle for the project. 
They accomplished some timber felling, 
brush cutting, and hauling debris off the 
trail at an accelerated rate. Thanks to all 
for the help! 

(L-R) The cutting crew, (Natural Resource Technician Carter Forney, Park Specialist 
Justin DiPaola-Allen, and Park Specialist Vic Stanculescu), cleans up the Nancy Lake 
cross-country ski trail system. 

Alaska State Parks
Get Into 



Eagle Watch is a monthly newsletter published by the
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation

www.alaskastateparks.org
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A Long Time Ago, in a Galaxy Far, Far Away…

Eagle Watch is a monthly newsletter published by the
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation

www.alaskastateparks.org
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On a beautiful late winter day in Chugach State Park, Park 
Ranger Ben Corwin couldn’t help but notice a visitor getting 
“suited up” as a Stormtrooper in the Glen Alps parking lot, so 
he approached the man and asked him, “What’s up today?” 
The man, Shaun Scheutz (aka: TK13690), responded with, 

“just your average Stormtrooper out for some Flattop hiking 
and hopefully some great photos!” 
Shaun, an Outlander, currently resides in Southern California 

and was in Anchorage for a week of business training with a 
local company. Before traveling to Anchorage, he reached out 
to the local Outpost of the 501st Legion, which, according 
to its website, is an “all-volunteer organization formed for 
the express purpose of bringing together costume enthusiasts 
under a collective identity within which to operate. The Legion 
seeks to promote interest in Star Wars through the building and 
wearing of quality costumes, and to facilitate the use of these 
costumes for Star Wars-related events as well as contributions 
to the local community through costumed charity and volunteer 
work….”

Anchorage’s 501st Legion informed Shawn that they 
had a “Troop” (volunteer activity) at the Alaska Native 
Medical Center’s Ronald McDonald House during 
his visit, so he joined them to “bring lots of smiles, 
photos and most importantly support of the Empire to 
everyone!”
At the end of his training, Shaun wanted to “suit up” 

and take some awesome photos of what really represents 
“ALASKA.” He knew that Flattop was the place to go, 
so there he went. 
What Ranger Kurt probably won’t tell you is that 

Shaun and Ranger Ben had to convince him to take a 
photo together. Thankfully, Kurt, though cool as a dead 
star, acquiesced and he can now prove to his Youngling 
that he met a real-life Stormtrooper. 

www.alaskastateparks.org
www.alaskastateparks.org

