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The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, in coordination with the National Park Service, manages 
the Preserve America programτa federal initiative that encourages and supports community efforts to 
preserve and enjoy cultural and natural heritage resources.  In 2008, the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation awarded a Preserve America grant to the Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, 
Office of History and Archaeology (OHA) to create preservation plans for those units of the Alaska State 
Park system designated as National Historic Landmarks.  Those units include Fort Abercrombie State 
Historical Park in Kodiak, and Fort Rousseau Causeway State Historical Park, Baranof Castle Hill State 
Historic Site, and Old Sitka State Historical Parkτall located in Sitka.  

Established as a National Historic Landmark in 1962 and a state historical park in 1968, Old Sitka was the 
site of the first Russian fort in the Alexander Archipelago, the site of an important battle between the 
Tlingit and the Russians and Aleuts, and was significant for its association with European settlement of 
northwestern North America. 

The Old Sitka State Historical Park Preservation Plan provides a framework for decisions pertaining 
to cultural resource protection, interpretive program development, and stewardship of the park.  The 
preservation planning process involved inventorying resources, compiling research, and discussing and 
sharing ideas with park managers, industry professionals, and interested public during public meetings 
and comment periods.  
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HOW DID THIS PLANNING EFFORT COME ABOUT? 

¢ƘŜ hƭŘ {ƛǘƪŀ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ tŀǊƪ ό{Itύ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ goal to άǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ !ƭŀǎƪŀΩǎ 
cultural, ecological, scenic and scientific assets through proactive stewardǎƘƛǇ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ 
parks and programs,έ as outlined in ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ 10 year strategic plan.1  The Advisory Council on Historic 
tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Preserve America program awarded a planning grant to the Office of History and 
Archaeology because preservation plans are valuable tools for preserving and enhancing historical, 
cultural, archaeological, and anthropological values, and promoting the enjoyment and stewardship of 
heritage resources.  Old Sitka State Historical Park Preservation Plan is one of four preservation 
plans developed for the National Historic Landmarks managed by the Alaska Division of Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation (ADPOR). 

WHAT IS A PRESERVATION PLAN SUPPOSED TO DO? 

The preservation plan provides guidelines to assist park staff in reaching their short- and long-term 
objectives for the preservation and enhancement of cultural and historical resources and in making 
informed decisions regarding ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅπǘƻπŘŀȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ these resources.  The document is intended 
to be a dynamic ǘƻƻƭ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ, cultural, archaeological, and 
anthropological values, to promote the enjoyment and stewardship of the park resources, to support local 
recreation and tourism, and to encourage a variety of recreational and educational opportunities in the 
park for visitors of varying abilities.  This preservation plan provides guidelines rather than hard and fast 
rules.  The plan supports, but does not replace, the National Historic Preservation Act, the Alaska Historic 
Preservation Act, or National Environmental Policy Act.  

WHAT IS A STATE HISTORICAL PARK? 

The ά!ƭŀǎƪŀ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪ {ȅǎǘŜƳΥ  {ǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪέ identifies designations for different types of 
parks based on their primary values to the public.  Old Sitka is a state historical park defined as άan area 
containing an assemblage of significant historical, cultural, archaeological, or anthropological resources 
ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŜǊŀǎ ƻŦ !ƭŀǎƪŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻōƧective of a 
historic park is to preserve and interpret historic resources for Alaskans and visitors to the stateΦέ
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PLAN ROAD MAP 

The plan has four principal componentsτgoals and objectives, a brief historical and cultural background 
of the park, current park conditions, and recommended preservation and interpretation strategies for 
achieving the outlined goals.  In addition, useful documents such as a glossary for preservation-specific 
language, archaeological monitoring forms, and treatment standards are attached as appendices. 

PUBLIC PROCESS 

On August 10 and 11, 2009, an interdisciplinary team including an interpretive specialist, preservationist, 
and archaeologist visited Old Sitka State Historical Park to identify and inventory the historic features of 
this park, evaluate its current uses and preservation issues, and outline interpretive possibilities.  A public 

                                                             

1
 Alaska Div. of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation: Ten Year Strategic Plan 2007-2017. (Alaska 

Div. of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, 2007), 22-25. 
2
 Park Planning Section of Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, Alaska State Park System: Statewide Framework. (Alaska 

Div. of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, 1982), 8. 
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scoping meeting was held on August 10, 2009, in Sitka to allow interested public and professionals to 
discuss the use of Old Sitka, identify appropriate interpretive themes, and preservation priorities.  Public 
comments were accepted through September 2009.  After the public comment period ended, the 
preservation planning team compiled additional information, evaluated alternatives, and developed 
priorities.  A draft plan was prepared and distributed for public review on August 11, 2010.  A public 
meeting was held on August 26, 2010 in Sitka to receive comments on the draft preservation plan.  Public 
comments were received until September 17, 2010.  After the comment period ended, the planning team 
addressed comments and incorporated comments where necessary.  The Director of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation signed and accepted the plan on July 15, 2011. 
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CHAPTER 2:  PLAN VISION, GOALS, AND STRATEGIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 


























































